LYME   REGIS

in Holland, to claim the throne. His landing was not opposed.
Dressed in purple, with the star on his breast, Monmouth and
his followers made their way to the market-place, amid shouts
of 'A Monmouth! ' 'The Protestant Religion !' There a
declaration against James II was read and recruiting began.
Though many citizens and labourers joined his standard, the
local gentry held aloof. Meantime the Mayor of Lyme rode
off to Honiton and Exeter to spread the news and other
citizens rode to London to tell the King . After staying a few
days in Lyme, Monmouth and his army made their way slowly
through the west country to Bridgewater, followed by the
royal army under Lord Feversham. On 6th July, Monmouth
was disastrously defeated at Sedgemoor and was shortly after-
wards captured and sent to London where he was executed.
Then followed, for the simple country people who had followed
him, the horrors of the Bloody Assizes. Lyme escaped a
visit from Judge Jeffreys, but twelve men were hanged opposite
the spot where Monmouth landed.

After this no other events of national importance took place
in Lyme which, during the eighteenth century, began to decline
in prosperity. The harbour, which could only take vessels of
150 tons, was too shallow for the large ships of the period,
while the increased use of coal and iron was shifting the cloth
trade to the North. In the second half of the century, however,
the craze for sea-bathing began. George III entered the sea at
Weymouth and soon the charms of Lyme were discovered.
The Three Cups boldly launched out with a bathing machine
and society began to bathe there, though Jane Austen com-
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